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"Uon of the Rajah of Tanjore, an extraordinary chapter
began in the history of the Presidency. Pi got is held by
Col. Love to have been very considerate to the Nawab, per
suading him very mildly to agree to the restoration of Ta,n-
jore; mid after nearly two rnonths of argument and persu-
asion, the Nawab consented to release the Rajah and to
receive a British garrison in the city and fort of Tan j ore.
But he would not give up possession of the kingdom and
held that the two expeditions that he had made for its con-
.quest had cost him over three croros of rupees. Col. Har-
per marched from Tricliinopoly and took possession of the
fort of Tanjorc. Meanwhile the Nawab had begun Iris
representations to the Directors through Col. Macleane,
his Agent in England. When Pigot was arguing with' the
Nawab, John Uaepherson of whom a note has been given
above, and who had already ingratiated himself with the
Nawab and land secured a writership at Madras from the
Directors, now intervened. Early in 1776, he was sur-
reptitiously visiting the Nawab at night in order to claim
recognition of his former services. But the latter having
been depressed by the British occupation of Tanjore
handed Macpherson's memorial to Lord Pigot. Pigot
summoned Macpherson before, the Council and, after in-
quiry, dismissed him from the service, for coinduct preju-
dicial to the Company and ordered him to go to Europe.
. Further pressure by Lord Pigot to persuade the Nawab
to agree to the reinstation of the Rajah produced only
friction. The Nawab complained that Pigot's firm re-
solve was to disgrace him and to hurt his honour and
authority.
(g)  The Sequence ofMvents leading to the Arrest of
Lord Pigot
For three months following Pigot's return from
Tanjore, disputes continued in Council. Among the
subjects of disputes Benfield's claim was very pro-
minent. Benfield came out to Madras in 1764 as
' Civil Architect and Engineer, and was employed on
the works of Fort St, G-eorge with the rank of lieutenant,
though his name was also borne on the civil list. In 1769
he resigned his appointment as Engineer to become con-
tractor for the erection of a rampart SJmiles in length
for the defence of Black Town. Dismissed from the
-service in 1770 for factious conduct, he was reinstated, but